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NOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

April 14, 2025

Bethalto Community Water System
Attn: Alan Winslow

213 N Prairie St.

Bethalto, IL 62010

Re:  Bureau of Water ID: W1190150002
Bethalto Community Water System
IL1190150/Madison
Right-to-Know File Code 02A

Dear Alan Winslow:

Notice is hereby issued by the lllinois Environmental Protection Agency (lllinois EPA) pursuant to
the Environmental Protection Act, 415 ILCS 5/25d-3(a)(2)(B), to the owner and operator of the
Bethalto Community Water System (CWS). One or more Per- and Polyfluoroalky! Substances (PFAS)
in the table below have been detected in the Bethalto CWS at levels exceeding 35 Illinois
Administrative Code Part 620 Class | (potable) groundwater quality standards.

PFAS Analyte Acronym | Analytical Result | Class | Groundwater
(ng/L*) Quality Standard
(ng/L¥)
Perfluorooctanoic acid PFOA N/A 4
Perfluorooctanesulionic acid PFOS N/A 4
Perfluorohexanesulfonic acid PFHxS 13 10

*Equivalent to parts per trillion

Within five (5) business days of receiving this letter, the owner or operator of the Bethalto CWS
must send to all residents and owners of premises connected to the Bethalto CWS one of the
following:

1. A copy of this letter including the attached Public Health Notice by first-class mail or by
email; or

2. Notification, in a form approved by the llinois EPA, by first-class postcard, text message,
or telephone.

The front of the envelope or postcard in which any notice is sent to residents and owners of
premises connected to the Bethalto CWS shalll carry the following text in at least 18-point font:
PUBLIC HEALTH NOTICE - READ IMMEDIATELY.
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Notices sent to institutional residents (e.g., school dormitories, nursing homes, assisted care
facilities) may be made to the owners and operators of those institutions, and the owner or
operator of those institutions shall notify their residents using one of the two options listed above.

If the owner or operator of the Bethalto CWS selects Option 2 (notification by first-class postcard,
text message, or telephone):

a. The notification must identify the contaminant posing the threat, the level of contaminant found,
and possible human health effects associated with exposure to the contaminant; and

b. A copy of this letter including the attached Public Health Notice must be included in the next
water bill sent to all residents and owners of premises connected to the Bethalto CWS.
However, if the water bill is sent on a postcard, it is not required to include a copy of this letter
including the attached Public Health Notice if the postcard includes the internet address for the
notice documents posted on the lllinois EPA website: https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/drinking-
water/public-water-users/notices. html.

Within seven (7) calendar days after the owner or operator of the Bethalto CWS notifies residents
and owners of premises connected to the Bethalto CWS, the lllinois EPA must be provided with
proof that the notices have been sent. Proof of notification may be sent to the lllinois EPA by email at
Jeff. Guy@illinois.gov or submitted by mail to the lllinois EPA, attention Jeff Guy, Office of Community
Relations, 2520 West lles Avenue, P.O. Box 19276, Springfield, lllinois 62974-9276.

Proof of notification must include a copy of the notice, date of notification, number of end users and
institutions notified, photographs (e.g., stacked envelopes or postcards, filled mail totes/boxes, etc.),
and copies of receipts for postage and mailing transactions. For each institution, proof of notification
must also include the institution name, phone number, street address, contact person, number of
residents, and the institution’s communication plan (e.g., notices received with daily mail, by email,
placed in each resident’s door, etc.).

Failure to provide notification to all residents and owners of premises connected to the Bethalto
CWS pursuant to 415 ILCS 5/25d-3(a)(2)(B) of the Act may result in a civil penalty of up to $5.00
for each premise connected to the CWS for each day of violation [415 ILCS 5/42(b)(6)]. -
Additionally, any person who knowingly makes a false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement to the
lllinois EPA, orally or in writing, commits a Class 4 felony. A second or subsequent offense after
conviction is a Class 3 felony [415 ILCS 5/44(h)].

If you have questions or require further information, please contact Jeff Guy, lllinois EPA Office of
Community Relations, by phone at (217) 785-8724 or by email at Jeff.Guy@illinois.gov.

Sincerely,

James Jennin“g“é
Acting Director

Attachment: Public Health Notice
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PUBLIC HEALTH NOTICE - READ IMMEDIATELY

Why am | receiving this notice?

One or more Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) have been detected in your Community
Water System at levels exceeding 35 lllinois Administrative Code Part 620 Class | (potable)
groundwater quality standards.

What are PFAS?

PFAS are synthetic chemicals manufactured for their oil- and water-resistant properties. PFAS use
is widespread. PFAS have been used in industrial processes since the 1940s and are in many

everyday consumer products (food packaging, non-stick cookware, carpet, upholstery, clothing,
and cosmetics).

How does PFAS enter the environment?

PFAS can enter the environment, including groundwater, through various pathways, including
spills, leaks, and the disposal of products containing PFAS, as well as through industrial processes
and waste-water treatment plants. Current scientific literature indicates that people are most
exposed to PFAS by ingesting contaminated food and water. PFAS does not have any taste,
color, or odor in drinking water.

How does PFAS impact human health?

PFAS can build up in the human body over time. According to the U.S. EPA, current peer-
reviewed scientific studies have identified adverse health effects from exposure to PFAS that may
include:

o reproductive effects such as decreased fertility and high blood pressure in pregnant women:

» developmental effects in children such a low birth weight;

e increased risks of developing certain types of cancer including prostrate, kidney, and
testicular cancers;

« reduced ability of the body’s immune system to fight infections including reduced vaccine
response;

o interference with the body's natural hormones:

e increased risk of thyroid disease; and

¢ increased cholesterol levels and/or risk of obesity.

Exposure to PFAS does not necessarily mean that a person will experience any adverse
health effects. The possible health effects from PFAS depend on numerous factors, including how
much a person is exposed, so it is important to minimize PFAS exposure.
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What can be done to address PFAS exposure?

PFAS can be removed from drinking water with in-home treatment technologies, such as carbon
filtration and reverse osmosis. Carbon filters can be installed at the point-of-use, such as your
kitchen faucet or refrigerator, or the point-of-entry to your home. Carbon filters are also available
with filtered water pitchers. Likewise, reverse osmosis systems can be installed under your kitchen
sink to treat water primarily used for drinking or cooking. In-home treatment may not always reduce
PEAS below levels of concern, as the effectiveness of treatment is largely based on the amount of
PFAS contamination and continued maintenance of the treatment system.

Are Community Water Systems required to address PFAS?

Yes. Federal law requires that all Community Water Systems take action to meet PFAS drinking
water standards by April 26, 2029.

Where can | obtain additional information about PFAS?

Further PFAS resources, including additional information on health effects and ways to reduce
exposure, are available on the lllinois EPA PFAS webpage at hitps://fepa.illinois.qov/topics/water-

quality/pfas.html.

Confirmed sampling results for your Community Water System are available on the lllinois EPA
Drinking Water Watch system at http://water.epa.state.il.us/dww/index.jsp and on the U.S. EPA
website at https://www.epa.qov/dwucmr/fifth-unregulated-contaminant-monitoring-rule-data-
finderffdata-finder. If you have questions or would like more information about your water quality,
please contact your water provider.




