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    ) VILLAGE BOARD MEETING, October 3, 2016, cont’d 


The Village Board of Trustees met on the above date in the Council Room at Village Hall in a regular meeting called to order by Mayor Winslow at 7:15 p.m.  The meeting opened with the “Pledge of Allegiance”.  Roll call was taken by Village Clerk Sue Lowrance.  Present: Trustees Bourland, Withers, Mull, Bost, Dugger, and Mayor Winslow.  Also present:  Police Chief Gregg Smock, Police Lt. Craig Welch, Public Works Director Rod Cheatham, Village Treasurer Joe Schoppet, Village Attorney Ken Balsters, Fire Chief Alex Campbell, and Zoning Administrator Tim Brown.
Motion made by Withers, seconded by Mull, to approve village board minutes of September 6, 2016 as printed.  All members voted aye viva voce.   Motion carried 5-0.
Motion made by Bourland, seconded by Bost, to approve village special board meeting minutes of September 19, 2016 as printed.  All members voted aye viva voce.  Motion carried 5-0.
REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENTAL SUPERVISORS:

Fire Chief Alex Campbell reviewed the statistical report for the month of September, noting 100 runs, bringing the yearly run total to 823.  There was one call that went unanswered.  After testing some equipment, a new RFP was requested for breathing apparatus for the department.  Three new applications have been received for firefighters.  The department is working with the Red Cross on a free smoke detector program; applicants can complete paperwork and have a maximum of three smoke detectors installed free of charge.  There will be an Open House for Fire Prevention Week on October 15 from 10am-2pm, with demonstrations and a helicopter at the event.  There were no questions.          
Police Chief Smock:  The monthly activity report was presented with no questions.  This week is CM Homecoming week and there will be extra patrols on Friday and Saturday.  The PD will be doing some cross-training with the Fire Department.     

Public Works Director Cheatham announced that the camera system is in and the truck should be ready to go by the end of the week.  Two men will be jetting and the camera will follow for line inspections.  The Fairway lift station had either a lightning strike or power surge and the electronics were fried on September 19 but has since been repaired.  The bathrooms at the pool house are almost complete and the new lighting and excavation at the park pavilion is done.  The light pole at the tennis court is fixed.  We received four bids for the concession stand at Sports Complex II which will be reviewed later this evening.  Roadways were created at the water plant for access to the field, and all the oil & chip work has been completed for the year.  Crack filling and sealing will begin this month, and nine work orders were completed in September.   
GUESTS/PUBLIC COMMENT:

Kristi Turner, whose family owns Runway Lounge, was in attendance to ask the board to consider allowing video gaming within Bethalto.  She stated that local businesses are finding it hard to compete with other establishments outside of town that allow these machines, and that the Village is losing revenue as well.  She said that with the money crunch that the Village is under, every bit of revenue helps.  Shane Cooper, owner of Geno’s 140 Club, announced that he does not necessarily want the machines in his business, but believes that the other business owners within the Village should have the opportunity to have them if they want.  The machines are legal in Illinois and the Village would have to do nothing extra to receive the revenue as it is all managed by the State.  It was noted that the Village had at one time voted to allow the machines, but a public response caused the board to rescind the ordinance.  The Village is losing approximately $50-70,000 in annual revenue by not allowing video gaming.  Carrie from Airport Bowl handed out information showing the revenue of surrounding communities that allow video gaming, and asked the board to reconsider their position.  She noted that an additional $50-70 thousand could have gone toward keeping the pool open or other much-needed projects within the Village.  The bowling alley sees the advantages outweighing any detrimental aspects of allowing these machines.  Ross Laux, owner of the Brickhouse Grill, agreed with Cooper in that he may not want to have the machines in his business, but supports the other businesses who should have the right to have them if they want.  Mayor Winslow stated that an ordinance change could allow video gaming within the Village, and he will put it on his agenda for the next committee meeting for the board to discuss.  Otherwise, the question can be brought to the voters if signatures of 25% of the registered voters within the Village are obtained.  
Chris Carter, 209 Dorothy Street, again addressed the board over issues he’s had with a building permit for 731 Dugger Street which was signed off on by former Zoning Administrator Rich Mersinger.  Carter held a quiet protest outside Village Hall prior to tonight’s meeting and is seeking restitution from the Village for his costs incurred.  Carter stated that the Village’s insurance company had denied his claim stating that it “wasn’t theirs” and that he’s done being nice about the situation.  Carter “demand(ed) that the Village comes to a conclusion regarding this matter”.  Mayor Winslow announced that the matter was filed with the Village’s new insurance company as recommended by the previous insurer and that these things just take time.  Carter then stated that the Village “shouldn’t get a second chance” and demanded his money.   Carter said he will protest every day until this is resolved.  Carter kept repeating that he wants the matter resolved and that the Village owes him money, even threatening a law suit.  Attorney Balsters told Carter that nothing is stopping him from filing a suit and that there is no need to wait on the insurance company’s determination in order to do so if that’s what he wants to do.  Discussion went back and forth between Carter and Mayor Winslow along with Trustee Mull, who inquired as to why a home inspection wasn’t done prior to Carter purchasing the property.  Mull further stated that the Village can’t just write a check to Carter, that proper channels must be followed.  Mayor Winslow stated that the Village simply can’t do anything until the insurance company makes a determination, and that once that happens the Village can proceed however the board sees fit.  Carter again asked for payment.  
Roger Cope addressed the board regarding a gas line to be installed on Miles Drive.  Mr. Cope has converted his home to gas appliances, was told by Ameren that the Village would clear the brush in the way of the construction, but that Ameren had not received authorization from the Village.  Mayor Winslow disagreed, stating that he had authorized Ameren to complete the work at the Village’s expense, even though it was not technically the Village’s responsibility to do so since it was not on Village right-of-way.  Winslow reviewed the situation for the board, stating that Ameren had dropped the ball on this one but that he felt proceeding with authorization by the Village was the right thing to do for the Copes.  The Village has already received an invoice from Ameren for the work.  Winslow assured Mr. Cope that the Village had authorized the clearing of the brush and that from the Village’s standpoint it should be all ready to go.

Bert Griffin, a resident of Old Bethalto Road, inquired about steps needed to allow him to have a carport to house his RV.  Mayor Winslow stated that the ordinance against carports has been in place for a number of years, but that a few have “snuck in” over time.  Zoning Administrator Brown stated that the structures aren’t considered safe in high winds and flooding, but that Mr. Griffin could seek a variance from the Zoning Board.  He encouraged Griffin to visit his office to get the ball rolling if he chooses to do so.  

RESOLUTIONS
Resolutions 2016-12 and 2016-13 Resolutions Authorizing Rates and Charges with Alton and Subjurisdictions for Wastewater Treatment Costs were tabled last month due to further research being needed on discrepancies in meter readings.  Juneau & Associates has since met with Alton representatives and researched the matter, coming up with new, more accurate information.  Meters and processes are now in place to ensure correct readings.  The report shows the new charge to be paid to Alton monthly for treatment is $47,314.83, as flow decreased slightly from last year.  Motion made by Mull, seconded by Bost, to approve Resolution 2016-12 A Resolution Authorizing Rates and Charges to be Paid to Alton for Waste Water Treatment.  Trustees Bourland, Withers, Mull, Bost and Dugger voted aye, nays none.  Motion carried 5-0.
Attorney Balsters further reviewed the report as it pertains to subjurisdictions, noting that all but Rosewood Heights have a slight decrease.  Balsters referred the board to Exhibit 8 for the new charges to each subjurisdiction.  Motion made by Bourland, seconded by Dugger, to approve Resolution 2016-13 A Resolution Authorizing Rates and Charges to Subjurisdictions for Waste Water Treatment Costs.  Trustees Bourland, Withers, Mull, Bost and Dugger voted aye, nays none.  Motion carried 5-0.
ORDINANCES

Ordinance 2016-10 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 1-Administration/Officials Salaries was presented by Trustee Bourland.  Elected officials salaries must be set by ordinance a minimum of 180 days prior to the beginning of the next term.  The finance committee established new salaries with a 1% annual increase for both Mayor and Clerk, with Trustee salaries staying the same at $275/month.  Motion made by Bourland, seconded by Withers, to approve Ordinance 2016-10 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 1-Administration/Officials Salaries.  Trustees Bourland, Withers, Mull, Bost, and Dugger voted aye, nays none.  Motion carried 5-0.
REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR:
Mayor Winslow announced that the board has received a recommendation from the Plan Commission regarding the zoning of property along Moreland Road for the Cedarhurst Development.  The Plan Commission has recommended that the entire parcel of land be zoned as RM-Multi-Family Residential.  Discussion ensued regarding what the future may hold for the remaining land that isn’t sold to Cedarhurst, with several trustees concerned by the potential for apartment buildings and other multi-family dwellings that would not really fit into the long-term plan for the area.  RLP has stated that there are currently no plans for development of the property.  Trustees Mull and Withers both expressed concern over the possibility of apartments being built.  Trustee Withers noted he is in favor of the Cedarhurst project, but the uncertainty of the remaining 21 acres is concerning.  It was discussed whether or not just the Cedarhurst portion of the property could be zoned; that would require a new application process.  Cedarhurst noted that they do not believe RLP would do anything detrimental to their project.  Trustee Withers noted that PO-Professional Office zoning would allow for the Cedarhurst development; Cedarhurst was insistent that they do not want PO zoning.  There were no further questions or comments.  Motion made by Bourland, seconded by Dugger, to accept the Plan Commission Recommendation to Zone the Property along Moreland Road as indicated in the application of RLP Development and Cedarhurst Assisted Living as RM-Multiple-Family Residential.  Trustees Bourland, Bost, and Dugger voted aye, Trustees Withers and Mull voted nay.  Attorney Balsters stated that 4 aye votes are required for the recommendation to pass; therefore the motion did not pass on a vote of 3-2.  
Trick or Treating will be October 30 & 31 from 6pm – 9pm for ages 13 and younger.

There will be a Gazebo re-dedication ceremony on October 8 at 3pm with the Lion’s Club. 

October 16 at 3pm there will be a 50th Anniversary Celebration in the Arboretum.

Larry Rhodes has tendered his resignation from the Police and Fire Commission after many years of service.  Rhodes was very dedicated and served the Village well.  Mayor Winslow presented his selection of Kris Tharp as Rhodes’ replacement.  Tharp is a Madison County Deputy with an excellent reputation in law enforcement, and is active in the community.  Motion made by Withers, seconded by Mull, to approve the appointment of Kris Tharp to the Fire and Police Commission.  Trustees Bourland, Withers, Mull, Bost and Dugger voted aye, nays none.  Motion carried 5-0.

Bids have been received for the concession stand at Sports Complex II, which is the final component that must be completed to receive the $400,000 in OSLAD grant money.  If the concession stand is completed by December 31, the grant money has been funded and will be paid to the Village.  The low bid on the concession stand was by Tindall out of Granite City at $387,435.  Discussion ensued regarding the project, with concern over whether or not it could be completed by December 31 and the cost of the project in general.  Attorney Balsters inquired as to whether or not default clauses were included in the bid process; PW Director Cheatham stated there are fines involved if the project runs over.  It was noted that if the project isn’t completed right now, the Village could re-apply for grant funding; the lack of the concession stand won’t keep us from using fields, but ADA compliance issues will.  It was determined to take no action at this time.  
Dave Wiegand and Jacob Lowry from Clark-Wiegand Financial Services presented a report on the Village’s HRA plan.  Wiegand reviewed the plan, explaining what is reimbursed and how it is funded.  Wiegand’s review shows that by having an HRA plan in place, the Village saved roughly $66,498 over the past year versus a Zero Cost plan through an insurance company.  Overall, the program and the Village’s funding of the account are both in good shape.  There were no questions or comments.  

Tom Anderson was not in attendance to present the Village Hall lobby project, and there is no update on the sale of property to Anderson Hospital.  The annexation request of RLP was removed from the agenda due to the zoning issue not passing board approval.  
MONTHLY ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:

Zoning Administrator Brown presented the monthly report with no questions.  7 Building Permits were issued with a total valuation of $978,000, bringing the year-to-date valuation up to approximately $4 million. 
MONTHLY TREASURER’S REPORT:

Treasurer Schoppet presented the August Treasurer’s Report, noting a benchmark of 33% of budgeted amounts should be collected or expended at this point in the fiscal year.  Schoppet noted that most accounts are in line with that percentage, but that a couple of line items need to be reviewed.  Motion made by Bourland, seconded by Mull, to approve the Treasurer’s Report for the month of August, 2016.  Trustees Bourland, Withers, Mull, Bost, and Dugger voted aye, nays none.  Motion carried 5-0.
COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Committee meetings were set for October 17 at 6pm.    
WATER DEPARTMENT BILLS
Motion by Bost, seconded by Dugger, authorizing payment of the Water Department bills in the amount of $163,184.69.  Trustees Bourland, Withers, Mull, Bost, and Dugger voted aye, nays none.  Motion carried 5-0.

GENERAL FUND 

Motion by Withers, seconded by Mull, authorizing payment of bills in the amount of $148,562.80.  Trustees Bourland, Withers, Mull, Bost, and Dugger voted aye, nays none.  Motion carried 5-0.

MFT FUND

Motion by Bourland, seconded by Dugger, authorizing payment of bills in the amount of $9,423.52.  Trustees Bourland, Withers, Mull, Bost, and Dugger voted aye, nays none.  Motion carried 5-0.

GARBAGE FUND

Motion by Mull, seconded Withers, authorizing payment of bills in the amount of $48,074.52.  Trustees Bourland, Withers, Mull, Bost, and Dugger voted aye, nays none.  Motion carried 5-0.

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be November 7, 2016 at 7:00pm water board, 7:15pm for the village board.  
Having no further business, a Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Bourland, seconded by Bost.  All voted aye viva voce.  Meeting adjourned at 8:48pm.      
_______________________________                       ______________________________

  Sue E. Lowrance, Village Clerk


 
Alan Wi nslow, Mayor


