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The Village Board of Trustees met on the above date in the Council Room at Village Hall in a regular meeting called to order by Mayor Winslow at 7:15 p.m.  The meeting opened with the “Pledge of Allegiance”.  Roll call was taken by Deputy Clerk Karen Hall.  Present: Trustees Bourland, Withers, Mull, Bost, Dugger, McRae and Mayor Winslow.  Also present:  Police Chief Gregg Smock, Public Works Director Rod Cheatham, Village Treasurer Joe Schoppet, Village Attorney Ken Balsters, Asst. Fire Chief Jimmy Schulte, and Zoning Administrator Tim Brown.
Motion made by Bourland, seconded by Mull, to approve village board minutes of July 5, 2016 as printed.  All members voted aye viva voce.   Motion carried 6-0.
REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENTAL SUPERVISORS:

Asst. Fire Chief Jimmy Schulte reviewed the statistical report for the month of July, noting 97 runs.  There were 3 calls with no response.  Volunteers are desperately needed, and department personnel attended a recruitment seminar.  The department would like to hang a recruitment banner; ordinance states banners can be temporarily hung for 14 days.  Mayor Winslow will look into extending the time allowed.  There were no questions.        
Police Chief Smock:  The monthly activity report was presented with no questions.  There will be no SRO for the first semester of the school year due to lack of personnel.  Chief is hoping to reinstate the program by December for the DARE program.  One potential new officer was lost to Alton’s department, so the hiring list is being reviewed.  Officer Ryan Dugger is being pinned tonight by his wife.    

Public Works Director Cheatham stated that oil & chip work is 90% complete.  Crews are starting to prepare for the upcoming winter season.  Parks are being reviewed for next year.  The pavilion in Central Park is complete, and a new sidewalk and ramp to the senior building will be constructed.  The storm on July 20 dropped 7” of rain on Bethalto, creating a major flooding event.  Infrastructure is being evaluated, as all lift stations went down during the event.  There was no malfunction; the system went down by design as it was overwhelmed by the volume of water.  The Sports Complex was under 5’ of water, causing the trash dumpster to float away and damage to the fields.  There were no questions.  
GUESTS/PUBLIC COMMENT:

Resident Dale Norris addressed the board regarding the swimming pool.  She inquired as to when the pool was constructed and asked about the funding needed to refurbish the existing facility.  Mayor Winslow reviewed the costs involved and the extensive amount of repair that would be required to re-open the pool, then reviewed the current plans for the Splash Pad project.  Winslow stated that the new project was expected to cost $125,000, of which $100,000 would be covered by grant funding.  Winslow said that if the project were to exceed expected costs, it would be re-evaluated.  The current pool facility will likely be torn down and filled in for future expansion of the Splash Pad or other recreational uses.  

Resident Denise Farrell of Michael Court addressed the board regarding flooding concerns.  Her home has flooded four times in the past 10 years, caused by rising creek waters in her backyard.  Farrell expressed her concern over the retention pond in the Kutter-Aljets Place subdivision and that its design has affected the amount of water thrown into the creek from that development.  Her backflow device on her home was pushed open and she had water up to her knees in her finished basement.  Erosion is also causing her fence to fall into the creek.     
RESOLUTIONS
Resolution 2016-09 A Resolution Declaring 10 & 14 MacArthur Drive as Unsafe and Dangerous and Authorizing Demolition Proceedings was presented.  This allows the Village to pursue demolition proceedings for the properties owned by Ken Edwards, who has indicated that he plans to do nothing with the property.  Motion made by Withers, seconded by Bost, to approve Resolution 2016-09 A Resolution Declaring 10 & 14 MacArthur Drive as Unsafe and Dangerous and Authorizing Demolition Proceedings.  Trustees Bourland, Withers, Mull, Bost, Dugger and McRae voted aye, nays none.  Motion carried 6-0.  
ORDINANCES

Mayor Winslow reviewed a recommendation from the Plan Commission regarding updating Zoning Code language to allow for used car lots to be located on parcels with a minimum of 33,000 square feet of space.  The current ordinance requires a minimum of 1 acre.  Ordinance 2016-08 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 40 Section 40-7-12 (B) was then presented.  This will update the ordinance to reflect the 33,000 square foot minimum size.  Motion made by Bourland, seconded by Dugger, to approve Ordinance 2016-08 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 40 Section 40-7-12 (B).  Trustees Bourland, Withers, Mull, Bost, Dugger and McRae voted aye, nays none.  Motion carried 6-0.
REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR:
Mayor Winslow announced that the low bid for financing of Police vehicles and Fire Department air packs came from 1st MidAmerica Credit Union at 1.75%.  Winslow is seeking board approval to proceed with this financing.  Motion made by Mull, seconded by Bost, to accept the low bid from 1st MidAmerica Credit Union for financing of Police vehicles and Fire Department air packs.  Trustees Bourland, Withers, Mull, Bost, Dugger and McRae voted aye, nays none.  Motion carried 6-0.
Winslow announced that EJ Equipment was the low bidder for closed circuit camera equipment for the sewer inspection system.  Their bid came in at $54,249.  Motion made by McRae, seconded by Withers, to accept the low bid of EJ Equipment for the sewer inspection camera system.  Trustees Bourland, Withers, Mull, Bost, Dugger and McRae voted aye, nays none.  Motion carried 6-0.
Clyde Jones introduced the group of young residents who are heading up the Community Garden project.  The group is harvesting vegetables at their location behind Wegman Electric, and their crops are donated to the Community Hope Center.  They have donated 250 pounds of produce to date.  The project started as a 7th grade paper and the group decided to make it a reality with help from the community and local business support.  A group of 5 young men head up the project, with 10-15 others assisting as well.  The group would like to see the project grow even bigger next year, and encourage everyone to follow their work on Facebook.  

The Fire and Police Commission has recommended the hiring of Hector Rivera Ayala as an officer for the Bethalto Police Department.  Upon hiring, Ayala will attend the Police Academy beginning the end of August.  Motion made by Mull, seconded by Bost, to approve the hiring of Hector Rivera Ayala as a Bethalto police officer.  Trustees Bourland, Withers, Mull, Bost, Dugger, and McRae voted aye, nays none.  Motion carried 6-0.

There will be an informational town hall meeting held on August 9 at 6pm in the Community Room to discuss ball fields, the swimming pool, and Village sewer concerns.  The public is encouraged to attend.  

PROCLAMATIONS:

Mayor Winslow read a Proclamation declaring September 2-5, 2016 as Blue Ribbon Weekend in Bethalto in support of the Men and Women of Law Enforcement and encouraged all residents to display blue ribbons throughout town that weekend.  
MONTHLY ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:

Zoning Administrator Brown presented the monthly report with no questions.  It has been a slow month in the Zoning Department.  31 occupancy permits have been issued, bringing the total for the year to 281.  The Weeping Willow building is being tuck pointed.  516 Albers Lane has been demolished and a new home is being constructed.

MONTHLY TREASURER’S REPORT:

Treasurer Schoppet presented the June Treasurer’s Report and reviewed some of the cash flow figures and profit & loss statements.  There are negative balances in the TIF and General Funds.  There were no questions.  Motion made by Bourland, seconded by McRae, to approve the Treasurer’s Report for the month of June, 2016.  Trustees Bourland, Withers, Mull, Bost, Dugger and McRae voted aye, nays none.  Motion carried 6-0.
COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Committee meetings were scheduled for August 15, 2016 at 6:00pm.  
WATER DEPARTMENT BILLS
Motion by Mull, seconded by Withers, authorizing payment of the Water Department bills in the amount of $322,778.11.  Trustees Bourland, Withers, Mull, Bost, Dugger and McRae voted aye, nays none.  Motion carried 6-0.

GENERAL FUND 

Motion by Bost, seconded by Dugger, authorizing payment of bills in the amount of $110,763.39.  Trustees Bourland, Withers, Mull, Bost, Dugger and McRae voted aye, nays none.  Motion carried 6-0.

MFT FUND

Motion by Bourland, seconded by Mull, authorizing payment of bills in the amount of $141,837.34.  Trustees Bourland, Withers, Mull, Bost, Dugger and McRae voted aye, nays none.  Motion carried 6-0.

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be Tuesday, September 6, 2016 at 7:00pm water board, 7:15pm for the village board.  
Having no further business, a Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mull, seconded by Bost.  All voted aye viva voce.  Meeting adjourned at 8:03pm.      
_______________________________                       ______________________________

  Sue E. Lowrance, Village Clerk


 
Alan Winslow, Mayor


