VILLAGE OF BETHALTO

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING

August 22, 2016

3)  Special Board Meeting, August 22, 2016

Mayor Winslow called the special board meeting to order at 6:00pm on the above date in the Council Room of Village Hall.  The meeting started with “The Pledge of Allegiance”.  Roll call was taken by Village Clerk Sue Lowrance with Trustees Bourland, Withers, Bost, Dugger, and McRae in attendance.  Absent was Trustee Mull.  Also in attendance were Village Attorney Ken Balsters, Public Works Director Rod Cheatham, Police Chief Gregg Smock, Fire Chief Alex Campbell, Zoning Administrator Tim Brown, and Treasurer Joe Schoppet.   
Mayor Winslow announced that the Fire & Police Commission has recommended the hiring of Ashley Deckard as a probationary officer.  Upon hiring, Ms. Deckard will attend the Academy beginning this week.  Deckard has served as an auxiliary officer in Granite City so brings some training with her to Bethalto.  She has a bachelor’s degree and is ready for the academy.  Motion made by Bost, seconded by Dugger, to approve the hiring of Ashley Deckard as a probationary officer for the Bethalto Police Department.  Trustees Bourland, Withers, Bost, Dugger, and McRae voted aye, nays none.  Motion carried 5-0.
Mayor Winslow stated that the financing proposal for police vehicles and fire equipment that was accepted at last month’s board meeting had stipulations that the Village could not abide by, therefore new financing needs to be secured.  The proposal by 1st MidAmerica Credit Union required a 20% collateral pledge or a down payment of $93,000 to secure the financing; the Village does not have the additional funds in the budget, and cannot pledge the collateral.  Attorney Balsters reviewed the other financing offers, noting that a couple had since expired.  Discussion ensued as to the fairest way to proceed, with the consensus being to re-bid the financing and then review the new offers.  It was noted that the previous action would need to be rescinded, with the authorization to proceed with the new bid process.  Motion made by Bourland, seconded by McRae, to rescind the decision of 8/1/16 to award the bid to 1st MidAmerica Credit Union, and authorize the Village to proceed with a new bid process for financing of police vehicles and fire department equipment.  Trustees Bourland, Withers, Bost, Dugger, and McRae voted aye, nays none.  Motion carried 5-0.
Mayor Winslow announced that with the new interest in development within the Village by Cedarhurst, along with the potential commercial development along Route 111 across from the airport, many issues have been brought to light with the Village’s building and zoning codes.  The Village currently has no one qualified to review larger commercial building plans.  Zoning Administrator Brown has learned from other municipalities about a company that does plan reviews as well as code reviews and updates, BNF Construction Services.  The Village’s current building codes (Section 6-3-1) are based on 2006 ICC codes and should be updated to the most current 2015 codes.  Brown said that BNF will review and offer recommendations to update for around $2900.  This will bring our Village code in line with other local municipalities.  Commercial plan reviews can be completed for $1100-1200, which will be passed along to the builder in permit fees.  Mayor Winslow stated that currently the Village sees mostly single family residences, and that those plans can be reviewed by Village personnel, but it is the commercial aspect of things that causes concern.  Winslow stated that it will take 3-4 months for BNF to review our current building codes and offer recommendations, which the Village will then review and act upon.  Any plans submitted in the meantime for review would be completed under the current Village code.  Trustee Bost inquired as to turnaround time for these plan reviews; Brown replied that it could take 14-21 days processing time.  All aspects of the plans are reviewed—building, mechanical, electrical and plumbing.  Wood River currently uses this company for their plan reviews.  Mayor Winslow stated that no action was to be taken tonight, that this is for informational purposes only; Winslow only wants the board aware of the current code situation and what needs to be done to improve it.  
Winslow turned the conversation to Cedarhurst, noting that they have publicized a ground breaking date and timeline.  Winslow said that nothing has changed from the Village’s standpoint, the property in question is still not annexed into the Village.  The timeline released by Cedarhurst is very optimistic and possibly premature on their part.  

Winslow announced that calls started coming in to Village offices today; AJ Gallagher has denied water damage claims from the July 20 incident.  Winslow told trustees to forward any calls they receive to Village offices.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Robin & Dale Norris were in attendance and addressed a few concerns:  Mrs. Norris stated that she felt the Cedarhurst proposal and their behavior at the last committee meeting was unprofessional.  She also offered a possible solution to the Village’s lawn cutting woes—suggesting a job fair of sorts to recruit high school students for summer jobs mowing around the Village.  Public Works Director Cheatham noted that the Village already employs 10-12 seasonal workers each summer.  Mayor Winslow further stated that although the seasonal employees may do a majority of the mowing, they still must be supervised by full-time personnel.  Finally, Mrs. Norris suggested a way to keep Village residents informed with good, correct information.  She would like to see the Village broken up into “zones”, with volunteers who could be given accurate information to relay throughout their assigned “zone” in an effort to draw the community back together.  She noted there is so much “bad” information out there that possibly by having volunteers or groups of informed citizens spreading news, residents would better understand the ways of the Village and would be more inclined to help if they truly understood the situations at hand.  She felt that better communication would help bring the community closer together.  
Having no further business, motion was made by Withers, seconded by Bost, to adjourn the meeting at6:33pm.  All voted aye viva voce, meeting was adjourned.
_________________________________        _____________________________ 

Sue Lowrance, Village Clerk


     Alan Winslow, Village President


